


An integrated intelligent planning and management methodology 
was deployed to concurrently address sustainable mobility, 
energy demand and supply, air and urban environment quality 
and assets and infrastructure management within a strategic 
framework considering sustainability targets, notably CO2 
emissions, economic acceleration, social opportunities and 
demographic stability.

Application to sustainability management at urban and regional 
level has shown that integration of several spheres into a single 
shared sustainability management, including mobility, instrument 
as critical for the success of local strategies and agendas.

An intelligent energy management platform was established to 
serve the deployed methodology. Several peripheral spheres 
connect the platform to different fronts of sustainable urban 
management within which mobility and transport paramount. 
Those spheres concurrently address and integrate management 
challenges from the real-time energy demand and assets 
exploitation and availability, to the long term predictive analysis 
needed to support decision-making about long term targets 
driven strategic routes.
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Logistics are essential for urban areas to function successfully. 
Distribution in urban conurbations makes up a significant share 
of urban traffic as part of regional, national and international 
supply chains and it is expected to grow further increasing costs.

There is significant potential to improve urban logistics operations 
and services and captive fleets. A holistic vision should cover 
freight transport and pay attention to aspects of land use 
planning, environmental considerations and traffic management, 
among other factors.

Facilitating freight and passenger transport demand management 
should be an integral part of urban planning and it should provide 
opportunities for the deployment of innovative communication 
technologies (ICT) based solutions. New and increasingly cost 
effective ICT technologies can help provide clear information 
about possible routes, restrictions, parking, support services, 
alternative solutions and administrative procedures.
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Sustainable Urban policies must be supported by strategic Action 
Plans such as Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) and 
Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan (SUMP), designed to promote 
quality of life,  sustainable development and employment, while 
also satisfying mobility needs of people and businesses in urban 
areas and their surroundings. A new planning concept should be 
adopted to address transport-related challenges and problems 
of urban areas in a more sustainable and integrative way.

An integrated approach in a SUMP development encompasses 
the commitment to sustainability, balancing economic 
development, social equity and environmental quality and 
ensures consistency and complementarity with policies in 
sectors such as transport, land use and spatial planning, social 
services, health, energy, education, enforcement and policing 
among others.
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Implementing a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan could require 
huge investments in infrastructure, intermodal terminals, 
maintenance and network function, renewal and overhaul 
of rolling stock, etc. Successful financing of urban transport 
projects requires a mix of budgetary, regulatory and financial 
instruments. At the European level, development of sustainable 
multi-modal mobility is one of the key challenges, thus different 
funding possibilities are available. In the current programming 
period, 9,63% of the total ERDF and CF funding for transport is 
allocated to urban transport and the promotion of clean urban 
transport, which amounts to 7,82 billion euros.

Horizon 2020 will provide funding to support Sustainable Urban 
Mobility. The Transport Challenge is allocated a budget of €6.339 
million for the period 2014-2020 and will contribute to four key 
objectives, each supported by specific activities. European 
Commission’s Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan (SUMP) Award 
aims at encouraging the adoption of Sustainable Urban Mobility 
Plans (SUMP) by local authorities across Europe and to reward 
outstanding achievements in each year’s thematic priority area. 
The winning region or local authority will receive a prize 0 and 
international recognition for its initiatives.

CIVITAS CAPITAL is also supporting the take-up of sustainable 
urban mobility measures in Europe through an Activity Fund. 
This co-financing mechanism will encourage the transfer of 
successful measures from ‘pioneer’ cities to ‘take-up’ cities. Co-
funding will be made available via four competitive calls between 
2014 and 2015.
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Rethinking urban mobility requires an integrated approach. It 
involves optimizing the use of all the various modes of transport 
and organizing co-modality between the different modes of 
collective transport, individual transport and soft modes, as 
well as reconciling freight transport and passenger transport 
interests whatever the mode of transport used. It also involves 
achieving common objectives in terms of economic prosperity 
managing transport demand to guarantee mobility, quality of life 
and environmental sustainability.

Application of Intelligent Transport Systems to all transport 
modes and mobility services, both for passengers and freight, 
can support strategy formulation, policy implementation and 
monitoring of each of the measures designed under the 
framework of a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan.

To be effective, urban mobility policies need to be based on 
an approach as integrated as possible, combining appropriate 
responses to each individual problem (technological innovation, 
development of clean, safe and intelligent transport systems, 
economic incentives and amendments to legislation).

MOBILITY MODES INTEGRATION



The challenge facing urban areas in the context of sustainable 
development is huge: enhancing urban mobility while at the 
same time reducing congestion, accidents and pollution.  Local 
planning authorities are usually in the best position to adopt 
solutions and create opportunities to these challenges, taking 
into account their specific circumstances.

Finding innovative solutions to increase the performance, 
intermodality, robustness and efficiency of all modes of 
transport is the key for urban mobility management. Intelligent 
Transport Systems represent an important added value towards 
surpassing this challenges by improving infrastructures, traffic 
and fleet management, facilitating a better tracking and tracing 
of goods across the transport networks and better connecting 
businesses and administrations. 

It can also stimulate the emergence of new business opportunities 
and new services for citizens, enhance data quality, and support 
sustainable urban mobility policy making, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation.
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Electric mobility is an essential part of a sustainable urban 
mobility policy, as it provides an opportunity to ensure security 
of energy supply and a broad use of renewable and carbon-free 
energy sources in the transport sector. Pollutants and noise 
emissions in cities can also be reduced by encouraging electric 
mobility.

Increase the use of electric and hybrid vehicles as well as 
enhancing their integration into the urban transport system 
are key strategies. The interconnection of users and electric 
vehicles, the development and financing of infrastructure, as 
well as innovative electric vehicle sharing schemes and electric 
logistics concepts are priority issues to build a larger scale 
implementation of electric mobility.
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